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The Petition of the W ID OW'S, in and 


about London and W, eſtminſter tor a Redrcis 
of their Grievances. | 


By the ſame Sollicitor that drew up the Petition for the 
Ladies. 


reception it found your ſelves know beſt. 'Tis true we wondered to find an Army 

of Maids, from whom the World aſually expects modeſty and filence,ſo, emboldened 
on the ſudden as to petition for Husbands, and that in the-face of the Worlkd./ . Widows in- 
dee who lye under no ſuch Reſtrictions, are allowed in all Countries to ſpeak for them- 
ſelves; and 'tis but reaſonable we ſhould, for few beſides will ſubmit to the Trouble. * Tis 
our Privilege to be obftreperous when we are not heard; and there is one of our Predeceflors 
upon Record in the New Teltament, who by Virtue of her everlaſting Clack, forced an old 
muſty Gentleman of the long Robe at laſt to grant her Requeſt. | | 


| | Alt Week a Petition ſubſcribed by the unmarried Ladies came before you, and what 


Now Heaven be praiſed, we are not unacquainted with Mankind, which the Maids, we fup- 
poſe, won't pretend to ; and therefore may appeal to rhem without infringing the Rules - of 
Decency : We have ſeen them in their beſt-and weakeſt Intervals We know what -Weapons 
they carry about them, and how often they can diſcharge in an Engagement. We have in 
our times had very ſevere Conflicts with them, and ſometimes they were uppermoſt, and 
then they fell on like Thunder and Lightning; but for all that your Petitioners obliged them 
ſoon to quit the Field, and leave part of: their Ammumiion behind them. Give us leave, 


good Gentlemen, to talk of theſe our Combats ; for we always fougit upon the ſquare, and 
* therefore have no reaſon to be aſhamed of- 4 recital. : As we hinted to'you. before, we have 


been concerned in ſeveral fierce Engagements ; and :'the :Men. play'd .. their Sharps. a+ 


' gainſt us when we-cou'd only produce Flats on our {ide 5' and, befides, they drew - their heavy 


Canon upon us, while we were forced to lye' by and receive their. :ſhot.. . After all, thou gh 


$ we were fo difadvantageoulſly ſet upon,and the Blood ſhed that happened in theſe Occafions was 
always on our part ; yet when the Fortune of the Battle began to change, and declare herſelf 


in favour of us, we never treated them otherwiſe than Chrittians;:; we never nailed up their 
Canon when we had it in our-poſleſion,fo to render it unſerviceable for- the future; but gave 
thzem time to recover breath again; and furniſh themſelves with anew Frain of Artillery : -Is 


not this a generous and honourable: way. of treating an Enenny ?-:1n ſhort {the Devil mg” 1" 
| | A | or 


Word ſhort, for your Petitioners mortally hate it) But in fine, we have bzen intimate with 
the Men, and the Men have been no le's intimate with us ; but what is the chief Errand that | 
ſent us here, we have every Woman of us buried her reſpective Man. 

Not that we value our ſelves upon that ſcore, for God forbid we ſhould ; but Widows will 
ſpeak the Truth let the conſequence be what it will , and ſhould you make ten thouſand 
Acts to oblige us to hold our Tongues, it would ſignifie jult nothing, we ſhould break them 
all in a moment, and that with as much Alacrity as the Vintners in Town daily break the 
AJultery-Act. Well then we have all of us buried her reſpe&tive Min, which we mention 
not, Heaven knows our Hearts, aatot O:tentation, but with due Grief and Sorrow. We 
know a Man's value too well nat to regret the loſs of ſo ſerviceable a Creature. We had all 
of us good able Husbands, at leaſt we'll ſay ſo now they are gone; and though perhaps we 
had ſome reaſon to complain of them when they were alive, yet we forgive them all their 
Faults and Tnfirmities, for that fingle good natured Att of dying, and leaving us once more 
to Qur ſelves. | 


The fooliſh People of Athens aftar they had loft a good King, woul] have no more of the 
kind, torſooth, left a bad one ſhould ſucceed him. But your Petitioners are not ſuch a 
fcrupulaus fortof People : We that have had 'goud 'Hugbands, are encouraged to try once 
nzore, out of hopes of meeting the ſame Succeſs; and we that have had bad ones, are not 
for all that deterr'd from Matrimony, but hope to mend our hands in a ſecond Burgiin. 
After all, ſhould we be deceived in our Expectations, the firſt may afford to unilergo a little 
Penance fince they were fo happy betore ; and the latter being accuſtomed of old to bear 
Burdens, are therefore the better enabled to ſupport themſetves_under them. 


_ The Bodyof your Petitioners (for after ſo:mnch Preface it is high time to come to buſi- 
refs) .contiftsdf fonr feveral:Clafles 3 14: the 'old Widows, the young or middle aged Wi- 
dows; the eich Widows, 'ind the poor Widpws, andeach'ef them preſents you with-a diterent 
Pemtion.,:: 3+ | 02 ;: | Lovell ung nt h Fe] 


 Tobegin then with the old Widows, [and that preheminence is:due.to them upon the 
fcore'of their Aye and Dxperience) they | humbly .ſupplicate that !you would he pleafed, to 
take their miſerable Condition -mte. Coriſtderation. | Old People according to tie Proverb 
are twice Children ; - What wonder is it then if they ſtill have a hankering after Ciildiſh Play - 


thitigs, and ldhg tohave- their Gurhs rubb'd: 'witt-Coral-?- Pray dan't milrrce ther N,, good 
Gertlenen,'theymneanitine lawfnl; Matcithonial Senſe, and -hepe you will: not eenſare or _ | 
think the worſe of them for ufing this?Freedom!. They appeal. to of} toe World, who it 15 | 


thatmoft Rand'm want of warm, co:nfortab'ethings, :the Young br the o'd + That 'tis t he 
Ffeateit Charity to reheve the lalt, needsno! fermal proof, all the Hoſpitals in the Kingdom 
tpeak as much ; but 'alas m-this uncharitable Age they: dbn't -expect to mect with maiy 
Friends, - Upon this Conlideration they intirely. ſubmir themſcives to the Mergy.of the Houſe, 
not preſuming torcarry thewPetitionſobigh tidy to requeityou'to:force penple to-marry them 
Kit'only that 'you would recommmendttheit; Cafe ito the -beftevelrnce of, thoſe Perſons, whe 
having'lived: witkedly andat!hrge'all ther Lite-time, are wling to compourt. for their Sns, 
wnd'do'Adtsof ſupererragation ib the lftiScene of it: * Not 1are-they. diffoult in their dhowe, 
Key will it down contentwithany.thin:;- ard Cripphes-with Wooden Legs willbe cacartul y 
tertained if they have received nb:damage i the diltinguiſting part. | | 


 "'Mexit tatheſe come the rich Widows, :and-they. earneſtly: beg of Four Honourahle Houſe 
Thef you would make:it'Felbny without Beheht ofithe Glerpy, 14or any one to.make Court to 
*>2271 before thiemouriful Dweclfthananth is expired. They-are ſo perpetually  peitered with 


Favourite, 
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the Pay-Office a greater crawd of ſurly, grambling Seamen than they have. Nay, ſome of 
their paiTionate Admirers have hid the Impudence to accoſt them upon this Chapter as they 
have been following their Hushand's Corps to the Grave, inthe very heighth of their Sorrow, 
and in the mid'lt of the Funeral-Pomp, If you think it too ſevere to make it Felony in 
Perſons fo ofteading. they defire you to commute the Puniſhment, and oblige every Perſon 
treſpading after that mm: nner to marry ſome poor Widow as faney inclines him ; 
Which is all the Favour thit the poor Widows beg at your hands. 


Anfnow comes up the main Boy of the young and middle aged Widows, who 2s they 
are by far the moſt aumerous, eſpectally fince the Wars have made fneh haveck among the 
Husbands; To they ccave leave to lay thei Petitions at your feet. But before they vo ther, 
they think it convenient to rempveall thoſe papular Slanders and Objections, which Hl natured 
People have been lcng.accuſtomed to level againſt Widows in general ; and becauſe their Ad-' 
ver{aries ſhall have no reafon to complain that their Arguments are mangled, they will urge 
them as home as either them{elves oc their beſt Advocates could do it for them. © | 


*'Tis in the firſt place pretenged that Widows want ſeveral of thoſe Recommendations that 
fet off the Sex, and particularly a Maiden head, without which ns Wife they ſay can be ac-. 
ceptable ; that they are {till trumping up Stories of their former Husbands, purpoſely to con- 
front their-new ones, and fo exceilively talkative that nothing but Deafneſs 1s an Antjdote 
againft the Noife ; that marrying a Widow is like ſplitting ppon a Rock where others have 
been ſhip-wracked before. Afﬀtecr this they run the Metaphor into Lorg-Lane, Second-hand 
Gloves, Cloaths ofanother's wearing, and the Lord knows what impertinent Stuff: But we _ 
ſhall anſwer thein all in order. | | 


To begin then with the Toſs of a Maidenhead, about which they make fo horrid a Ch- 
mour, we could tell them ſag Stories of ſeveral of their Betters that on the Wedding-mght . 


have fanlied they have dug up this ſame Chimerical Treaſure, thongh it was ſtolen many 


Months before 3 nay, we have a hundred and more of our Company here, that if occaſion 
were, cou'd atte{t this upon their own peifonal knowledge. So. certain it 1s that the niceſt 
Criticks among the Men may be as eaſily impoſed npon in this Aﬀair , as your pretenders to 


Antiquity in counterfeit Medals. But if no Womancan pleaſe them without: this 1naginary 
Wealth ſand indeed "tis no mor:, for Mo{t Peovle take it upon Truſt) we fee noreaſon why 


2 young Widow may not be as capable of obliging them as the 'beſt Virgin 'ta the World. 


Tis but ufing a few Aſtringents before, and, at the critical Minate, zrying out, Fe,” Str, 


pray, Sir, will you ſplit me up? tvill you murder m2 alive? Can you take any pleaſure in 
wat 13 fo painful to another ? And the Sparks are ſatisfied they have made a rexl- Saerifice, 
tough in Truth no more Blood was ſhed in the Encounter, than we ſee ppon the Stage when . 
one Actor kills another. Tf this 1s their dear Diverſion (and by the bye "tis a fare fign of 
their 11} Nature that they cannot be pleaſed but at the expegce of the Party, whom they pre- 
tend to love fo dearly) rather than. loſe. them, we promiſe them to howl, and 1rgh,” and roar 
every Night in the Year, as heartily as an Ox, when he's led. to the Slaughter-houle, and 'fo 


entertain 'them ftill with' the Ceremony, at lzaft, of their dcarly beloved Maiden: . 
Head. Fe. | OY | | 


In the next place why ſhould we not be-permitted to.refrefh. the Memary of a dull lazy 


*kucband with the noble performances of his Predeceſſors. The men in -K;. Charles the Second's : 


Paign took the libzcty to talk of the Glorious Conquelts of our former fightmg Monarchs, and 
y<t for all that thought themſelves as good SubjeCts as any in the kingdom. If-the repreof is 
jt where a God's name lies the harin,and ſurely the Wite mult be allowed to be the belt judge . 
of that affair. Oh no, ſay they, "tis not the Heor/e bur the Man that beſt knows whether be 
ridereafie, Content : Buz does not the Horje 1rkewrſe know tloobher tanks Reader -Carrees _ ; 

| Es Horſe... 
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"Ho ſomar's weight, and whether be ſits even in the Saddle, If not, why wou'd Bucephs: 
Jus ſufter himſeſt to be backed by none but A/e.rander the Great ? wes =_— 


> oy But then we are exceſſive ta.kative. So are they, and ſo are moſt of our SER, but eſyeci- 
-alfy. the longiag-Maids,- and undyr, correction, 1t it 18a Sin WE are of © iryon 1t fits better 
upon as than upon-therm. Thus is rot all, Marrying 4 Widow Js like ſpliting upon a Rock 
where others have been Shipwrgck?d. Well, we are glad however is lixe ſomething. But 
fince one ſimily is beſt drove out by another. Why not, /ake drinking in a room where ſome 
honeſt Gentleman has made merry before. Since nothing will go down with theſe Squamiſ} 
.Creztures inthe Matrimonial way but a ſpick and ſpan new Virgin, we wonder why they 
don't keep up the feolick in every thing elſe ; why as often'as they drink. they don't call ill 
; fora, Virgo Glaſs ; why. they don;t every Meal call for a Virgin Plate ; why they don't ſtill 
pull out a Virgin Snuft-box, lye inVirgin Sheets, talk Politicksin a Virgin Coffee- Houſe, and 
- purſue their dearly beloved yariety to the end of the Chapter. Laſtly, their indignation riſes 
at the thoughts of Long-lane, and all Second-hand —_ whatever. If the Sparks are re- 
ſolved to be true to their Argument, we are well ſatisfied they muſt e'en ſay good night to all 
. thinking and writing and talking : For at preſent they Think at Second-hand, and Write and 
Talk at Second hand,. and this objeCtion,as terrible as it looks,is a thred bare weather- beaten 
| Second-hand Objection with a witneſs. 


| A late Monarch of happy Memory, who was inferior to none but So/omon in Natural Phi- 
loſophy, and chiefly in what relates to. our Sex, ' was often heard to ſay, that getting of a 
| Maiden Head was a drudgery fit for none but Porters, We fave all that labour and pains, for 
there needs no great troub'e to enter a City when a Breach 1s once made in the Walls, and our 
Hnsbands bave that ſatisfaCtion as to ſee their ground ploughed up ready to theie hands. To 
conclude all, a Widow 1sa tryed Gun, -and carries the Tower Mark upon her ; now who 
- knows but a Maid may (plit in the proving. 


7 Having | tens juſtified the State of Widowhoold againſt all the objections that are uſed to 
.be made againit it, we have nothing more to add,but that you'd be pleaſed to give your conſent 
.to the three following Articles. | 


Firſt, That all Perſons who are not of known parts and abilities, may not only be rendred 
uncapable of marrying Maids or fuch as are reputed Maids, but confined to the choice of Wi- 
dows only. This we requeſt not ſo much for our own advantage, as for the eaſe of the Men N 

. for you know ſeveral people can make a ſhitt to keep tae King's high way, that are not able 
to leap a Ditch or break open a Quickſet. | 


Secondly, That all Perſons reſolving to marry before the age of twenty one, if they have 
m:ideno Natural Experiments before that time, ſhall be likewiſe obliged to take a Widow 

. as they do Pilots in diffeult or unknown places. *Tis an ancient but well grounded complaint 
that where two Maiden Heads meet they produce notinng but meer Butter Prints, addle- pateq 

' Fops, and dull fenfele(s ileepy Boobies. Now if you paſs this into an AR, in all- probabilit 
it will contribute auch to the improving of our preſent degenerate Race, and certainly if eve? 
we wanted ſolid heads, 'tis at this conjunCture. | | : 


Thirdly, and Laſtiy, That all Widows during their Widow-hood may be excuſed from 
the Taxes, for is:it not hard, good Gentkemen,to pay four ShiVings in the Pound for empty 
Houſes. We hupe you will conlider tarther of theſe our reaſonable Supplications. 

v'Y | | Ana your Petitioners as in Duty, &c 
FINTS. | 


_ a —_ 


Loudon, Printed for the Uſe of the Wide---0's, 1693. 
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